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Critique   of  Current   Concepts

IN view of the admittedly inadequate character of this study, only
very tentative conclusions are permissible. If Western Civilization
is that civilization which all or the great majority of the people of
the West through the ages shared in common, but which they have
not shared with the East; and, contrariwise, if Eastern Civilization
is that civilization which all or the great majority of the people of
the East have through the ages shared in common, but which they
have not shared with the West, then there seems to be no justifi-
cation for the dichotomous division of civilization into Eastern or
Western. Whatever significance and correlations other bases of
classification may have, this seems to have none. Western Civiliza-
tion conveys no definite meaning and has no definite cultural
correlations.

Neither Western Civilization nor Eastern is correlated with any
specific geographical or climatic environment. Nor is it correlated
with any particular religion; most Westerners are Christian, but all
Christians are not Westerners.

The notion that Western and Eastern Civilizations are either
complementary or contradictory or conflicting seems to have no
justification. Certain culture traits are neutral to, or contradictory
of, or complementary to, others. Western Civilization is not corre-
lated with science, mechanization, nationalism, democracy, material-
ism, secularism, speed, change, progress, mass education, universal
suffrage, monogamy, sex-equality, individualism, industrialism,
inventions and inventiveness, comfort, honesty, directness in speech
and thought, religious toleration, reign of law, optimism, hunjaatty,
kindness, charity, sports, prosperity, high-statidard of living,